TWENTY-SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT OVERVIEW !
January 2014

-The Twenty-Second Judicial District encompasses Montezuma and Dolores counties and
serves a population of 30,000 and 1,500 respectively. The largest city in the district is
Cortez. The district also serves the towns of Dove Creek, Mancos, Dolores, Rico,
Cahone, Lewis Arriola, Pleasant View and Yellow Jacket. :

According to the Colorado Judicial Branch Statistical Report for Jﬁly} 1,2012, through
June 30, 2013, the following are totals for the Twenty-Second Judicial District:

District Court Filings 1,206 District Court Terminations 1,304
County Court Filings 3,133~ County Court Terminations 3,309

District Court filings decreased by (18%) and County Court filings decreased (15%) over
the 2012 filings.

There are currently two district court judges, two county court judges, and one part-time
magistrate judge. ' .

The district court judges handle a mixed caseload of domestic relations, felony criminal
matters, juvenile delinquent cases, all types of civil cases, probate, adoption and
relinquishment cases, mental health and alcohol abuse commitments and dependency and
neglect cases.

The county court judges handle traffic and misdemeanor cases, felony preliminary
hearings, domestic abuse restraining orders and civil matters within their jurisdiction.
The County Court Judge in Montezuma County is full-time and the Dolores County
Court Judge is part-time. '

The magistrate handles juvenile matters and miscellaneous county court cases.

The Twenty-Second also operates four specialty courts. The District operates an Adult
Drug Court, Juvenile Drug Court and a Family Treatment Program. Montezuma County
Court operates a DUI court.

In addition to the judges and magistrates, there are approximately 21 support staff
positions. These positions include Clerk of Courts, court judicial assistants, staff
assistant, family court facilitator, division clerks, and a legal research attorney.

The District Court Judges are: Chief District Court Judge Douglas S. Walker and Todd J.
Plewe. The County Judges are Jennilynn Everett Lawrence (Montezuma) and E. Dale
Boyd (Dolores). The District Court Magistrate is Katherine Barnes.

For additional information, please contact Eric Hogue, District Administrator, 109 West
Main Street, Room 210, Cortez, CO 81321.



Twenty-Second Judicial District Nominating Commission

{(Montezuma and Dolores Countieé) - Less Than 35,000 Population
Updated: February, 2013

Name Party Atty. or Non- Term of Office County of
Atty . Residence
’ Beginning Ending
Richard F. Sims D Attorney 01/10/08 12/31/13 Montezuma
Phyllis Davis R Non-Atty 01/01/13' 12/31/18 Dolores
Stanley Morris R Attorney - 02/15/13 12/31/18 Montezyma
Fred Blackburn D Non-Atty | 01/01/09  12/31/14 Montezuma
George Buck R Attorney | 01/01/13 - 12/31/18 Montezuma
Rebecca Root D Non-Atty 01/19/10 12/31/15 Montezuma
Aryol Brumley R

Non-Atty 01/01/11 12/31/16 Montezuma



Rules of Procedure for

Twenty-Second Judicial District Nominating Commission

Scope Note: These rules are intended to state simple, minimum guidelines for the Nominating

Commission.

I. Notification and Proposals of Names.

A.

No later than seven days after a judicial vacancy occurs, the Commission Chair shall
notify each Cammission member of the vacancy and shall call a meeting of the
Commission to be held no later than twenty eight {28} days after the vacancy occurs.
{Nothing herein shall prevent the Chair or Commission from acting before actual
occurrence of a vacancy where an impending resignation becofmes known.)

The Chair shall issue a press release containing the following information:
1. That a vacancy has occurred or is imminent.

2. That persons may submit to any member of the Commission their own names
or the names of others by letter filed by a given date, and that the
nominations will be kept confidential.

Without delay -after a vacancy has occurred, the Chair shall issue a press release as to
how and when names may be submitted for consideration. The Chair shall publish the
vacancy by distributing press releases and applications to the district administrator,
the clerk of the county court in which the vacancy exits {for public posting), and the
presidents of the local bar associations. The Chair shall send press releases to local
newspapers, radio stations, and television stations within the district and shall post the.
vacancy on the Colorado Courts Web Page.

I, Commission Procedures.

A.

The commission shall elect one of its members as secretary. The secretary's term shall
be for one year or until a successor is elected.

A quorum for the Commission shall be four voting members. The Commission may act
by majority vote of voting members present, except in the selection of nominees,

" when it must act by a majority of all voting members, and in interviewing, when it

may act through subcommittees of two or more.

Every proposed nominee shall receive and submit a questionnaire substantially in the
form prescribed by the Commission.

The Commission may conduct investigations of the personal and professional
gualifications of the proposed nominees,

The secretary shall keep a record of the Commission's official actions and shall
maintain a list of names considered for each vacancy. The record shall show when and
where meetings were held and persons present at each meeting.

After nominations to fill a vacancy are presented to the Governor, the secretary shall
seal and forward to the Clerk of the Supreme Court the record required by Paragraph
E above. The Clerk shall maintain these materials as a confidential record, to be
opened only upon order of the Twenty Second Judicial District Nominating
Commission, and then only after approval of a majority of the voting members. Five
years after the Governor's appointment to fill a vacancy, the record of proceedings for
that vacancy may be destroyed.



G. When selecting nominees, the Commission shall give consideration to the following
factors and questions, among others, with respect to each proposed nominee:

1. Integrity and moral courage.

2. Legal ability and experience.

W

. Intelligence and wisdom.
4. Will the applicant be deliberate and fair minded in reaching decisions?
5. Will the applicant be industrious and prompt in performing duties as a judge?

6. Are the applicant's personal habits and outside activities compatible with
judicial office?

7. Will the applicant be courteous and considerate on the bench?

H. All Commission records, proceedings and business, including the names of applicants,
shall be confidential and may not be discussed outside Commission meetings except
among Commission members or as made necessary by Paragraph D above. The
names of nominees forwarded to the Governor shall be released publicly promptly
after the transmittal of the names to the Governor.

I1I. Transmittal to the Governor.
A. Within thirty days after a vacancy occurs, the Commission shall submit to the
Governor the names of nominees for such vacancy in the number required by the

Constitution.

B. The names of the nominees listed in alphabetical or preferential order shall be hand-
~ delivered to the Governor or sent by registered or certified mail.

C. Allinformation received by the Commission with respect to each nominee shall be
forwarded to the Governor.

Revised: 8/21/00



