Family Violence Steering Committee

March 22, 2006

Present: Kate Arganese, Kathleen Schoen, Shari Shink, Jon Asher, Denise Kay, Mary Phillips, Cindy Kean.

I. Colorado Alliance for Cruelty Prevention

A. Kathleen Schoen reported that CACP is in the process of updating their training materials.  The new materials will be more community /network oriented and will offer attendees proactive, “nuts-n-bolts” approaches to combat the abuse and “link” connection.  The Committee suggested that CACP look into attaining corporate sponsorships to help raise funds for future projects.

B. Kate Arganese reported on CACP’s recent and upcoming trainings:

1. Link Training in Adams County on February 3, 2006 had over 45 attendees.  CACP was approached by CASA and Arapahoe County Victims Advocates requesting a similar training for their businesses.

2. CACP staffed an information booth at the Plum Creek Dog Show on February 16-19, 2006.

3. They have confirmed two trainings in late April: one with the Colorado Association for the Education of Young Children and the other with the Jefferson County Children’s Alliance.

4. They will be presenting to the Colorado Association of Certified Veterinary Technicians on April 29, 2006.

5. An animal shelter in Taos, New Mexico has expressed interest in hosting a CACP training sometime in the spring.

C. The Committee suggested that CACP get on the agenda for a CCADV statewide meeting to discuss possible collaboration.  They also, suggested Safehouse as another business to contact.

II. Colorado Network to End Financial Exploitation of the Elderly

A. Kate Arganese reported that the training entitled Elder Financial Exploitation by People in Positions of Trust held on March 9, 2006 in Boulder, Colorado was a huge success: the event was sold out with 100 attendees.  The training was “tailored” for Boulder with local speakers, local contact information, and “nuts-n-bolts” materials for attendees.  In addition to the materials, we provided a contact list of attendees to the attendees to further networking beyond this event, and the training itself was worth 8 general and 1.2 ethics CLE credits.  Attendees found the training to be very useful, well coordinated, and the speakers to be very knowledgeable.

B. Several contacts from other parts of the state were made at the Boulder training.  Since the training, we have had requests for the training in the following cities:

1. Durango

2. Colorado Springs

3. Fort Collins

4. Pueblo

C. Barb Chamberlain, Elder Advisory Committee, is following-up on these requests.

III. Domestic Violence: Make It Your Business

A. Denise Kay, Employment Practices Solutions, handed out a quarterly report detailing her efforts to date on MIYB.  Recently, she drafted a proposal for an “alliance” with the Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM) Colorado State Council to affiliate with the DV: MIYB Program to promote awareness and education of IPV issues in the workplace.  Her goal is to obtain free PR (press and ads), speaker opportunities, and corporate-alliance to promote the training throughout Colorado.  In return, we offer free training to Colorado employers and the opportunity to affiliate with the Bar for a great cause.  Denise will continue to pursue this alliance and will report to the Committee on her progress at their next meeting.  This alliance would create possible exposure in:

1. HR Success Magazine (6,000 recipients)

2. SHRM Colorado E-Mail blasts (over 7,000 recipients)

3. Colorado Biz Magazine

4. Jobing.com website

5. Trade shows, conferences, socials, etc.

B. Also, Denise is creating a list of potential businesses to be included in a “mass-mailing” of MIYB promotional items to raise awareness and attain more opportunities for trainings.  She will speak to Kathleen Schoen and Kate Arganese at the CBA about potentially doing this mailing in the coming months.

C. The Committee suggested that Denise contact the Colorado Chambers of Commerce to see if they would be interested in a training.

IV. Kids and Court

A. Shari Shink reported that she, Jon Asher, and Kath Schoen had a meeting regarding the future of Kids and Court and one possible idea that they are currently pursuing is to work with social workers to identify “at risk” children and families that are going to court and providing mediation services to them instead of having their cases go to trial.  Shari will be meeting with Kath again to discuss this option further and she will report their findings at the Committee’s next meeting.

B. Shari has contacted former Justice Rebecca Kourlis to discuss her possible collaboration on a Kids and Court project; however, they are in the process of scheduling a meeting.  She will report to the Committee on this topic at the Committee’s next meeting.

V. Protection Order Conditions Conference (formerly ROCSC)

A. Kathleen Schoen informed the Committee that the POCC presentation on March 3, 2006 in Jefferson County was very well attended.  Some of the attendees included court staff from the small claims court.  On March 24, 2006 Jefferson County will host another POCC presentation targeted to JCMS mediators and those interested in learning more about restraining order facilitation. For those already experienced in the POCC program, this training will serve as a refresher course including advanced training and practices.

B. The Committee suggested contacting judges to see if they would be interested in getting involved with the POCC program.

VI. Domestic Violence and Immigration

A. This CLE presentation, held on March 20, 2006, was attended by 75 individuals and featured speaker Gail Pendleton from CCADV.  All that attended felt the program and luncheon were very informative and worthwhile.

B. One project that was discussed at the program is a program designed to train professionals and others about domestic violence and immigration issues.  Kathleen Schoen volunteered help with this program.

1. The Committee suggested contacting Safehouse about their program that asks law students to work with immigration lawyers to help get immigrants permanent residency in the United States.

2. Also suggested that Kath should contact Kathy Phelps at the Denver Center for Crime Victims to discuss this project with her.

C. Kathleen Schoen asked the Committee for suggestions of a good author for an article in The Colorado Lawyer about immigration and juvenile DV issues.  The Committee suggested: Ilene Bloom, CO Access to Justice Commission; and Barbara Shaklee, Denver City Attorney’s Office.

VII. Other Business

Kath informed the Committee that she has spoken with Rita Smith, National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, about Denver hosting its own “V-Day” celebration similar to the one held in New York every year.  Kath will keep the Committee posted on this topic.

VIII. Next Meeting Date is May 31, 2006.  The meeting will be held at the CBA offices (1900 Grant Street, Suite 900, Denver, CO, 80203) and will begin at 7:30 a.m.
