Family Violence Steering Committee

Minutes November 30, 2005

Present: Bill Walters, Mary Phillips, Kathleen Schoen, Greg Martin, Kate Arganese, Cindy Kean, Denise Kay, Shari Shink, Jon Asher.  By phone: Will Hardesty.

I. Board of Governors Presentation

Bill Walters, Chair of the Committee, reported that the presentation to the Board of Governors on November 12, 2005, was well received.  The presentation was presented by Kathleen Schoen, Colorado Bar Association Staff, and Bill Walters; the presentation clearly explained the scope of the Committee’s projects and its future goals.

II. CACP

A. Kate Arganese, CBA Staff, discussed the results of CACP’s recent planning session on November 22, 2005.  CACP members discussed the future of their projects and are in the process of exploring new business organizations that are interested in hosting one of their training sessions.  In addition, CACP is holding an upcoming Training in Montrose on January 12, 2006, and is hoping to hold an additional Training in Fort Morgan early in the coming year.

B. A new avenue that CACP members are excited to integrate into their program is a collaboration effort with Professor Phil Tedeschi, Denver University Animal-Assisted Social Work Coordinator, and Professor Jennifer Fitchett.  In early 2006, Denver University plans to launch an institute at the University of Denver School of Social Work that focuses on the interaction between humans and animals.  This program will promote new literature, generate new research, and teach students worldwide.  In addition, upon completion of the program, students will be issued a certificate in honor of their accomplishment.  CACP members discussed several ways that their involvement would be appropriate: they can offer internships (through the CBA and CACP) to students involved in the program, give several Trainings to students, help the students create a student Link program on the campus, etc.

C. Also, CACP is considering opening their Trainings to the public.  This matter will be discussed in greater detail at a later meeting date.

III. Animal Law Section

The addition of an Animal Law Section to the CBA was brought to the Committee’s table for discussion.  At this point, the Committee feels that an Animal Law Section does not fall within the parameters of the Committee’s mission.

IV. Domestic Violence: Make It Your Business

A. Denise Kay, Senior Consultant of Employment Practices Solutions, informed the Committee about her most recent Make It Your Business presentation for the Colorado Department of Human Services on November 16, 2005.  She presented to the executive directors from each judicial district, about 30 people, and made several promising contacts for future Trainings around the state.

B. Currently, Denise is exploring new avenues to advertise Make It Your Business to different corporations in Colorado.  One avenue is to contact Colorado affiliates of members of the Corporate Alliance to End Partner Violence, such as Liz Claiborne and Verizon.

1. It was suggested that Denise use testimonials from previously Trained businesses in her advertising efforts.

V. Elder Financial Exploitation

A. The Elder Financial Exploitation by People in Positions of Trust Training in Adams-Broomfield County on October 7, 2005, was discussed briefly.  This Training was extremely well received by over 90 attendees.  Currently, the Elder Advisory Committee has a similar Training scheduled with Boulder County for early March, and the Elder Committee is in the process of redoing the format of the Training and updating all of the materials for it as well.  In addition to Boulder County, the Elder Committee is contacting local leaders in Pueblo, Montrose, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, and several other judicial districts.

B. The Committee suggested that in the future, the Trainings should focus on the district attorney’s interest on the subject and on developing a CLE for lawyers that are representing the victims.

C. The Elder Law Section of the CBA has expressed interest for collaboration in these trainings.

VI. Kids and Court

A. Kathleen Schoen informed the Committee that the Kids and Court Committee has been dormant for a length of time and is in need of new leadership and a new project to undertake.

B. Bill Walters, Mary Phillips, Kathleen Schoen, and Shari Shink will discuss the future of this Committee further at a later meeting date.

VII. Other

A. Bill Walters informed the Committee that this was his final meeting as the Chair of the Committee.  He will continue on the Committee.  Mary Phillips accepted the position of Chair of the Committee.

B. Next Meeting Date is Wednesday, January 25, 2006, at 7:30 a.m.  The meeting will take place at the CBA offices (1900 Grant Street, Suite 900, Denver, CO, 80203).

