Family Violence Steering Committee
Meeting Minutes for September 21, 2005
Present: Janice Friddle, Kate Arganese, Kathleen Schoen, Jonathon Asher, Bill Walters, Cindy Kean, Denise Kay, Mary Phillips, Betty Wytias.

I. Introductions

The Committee welcomed new members Kate Arganese (Program Coordinator for Local Bar Relations and Access to Justice), Cindy Kean (Broker Associate for Keller Williams Realty), and Denise Kay (the Senior Conultant at Employment Practices Solutions) to the meeting.  All three gave a brief synopsis of their background, and expressed their excitement at being a part of the Committee.

II. Colorado Alliance for Cruelty Prevention

A. Kathleen Schoen discussed CACP’s upcoming Training at the Pegosa Springs for Colorado Municipal Judges Association.  The Training will take place on September 30, 2005.

B. Kathleen discussed the Summit County Training that took place on September 12, 2005.  The CACP feels that this multi-disciplinary Training was very successful.

C. CACP is currently exploring more counties that may be interested in hosting a CACP Training.  Some possibilities are: Montrose, Larimer County, Pueblo, and Grand Junction.

D. On September 23, 2005, the Colorado Bar Association will be presented with the “Friendship Award” by the Dumb Friends League.  CBA is honored, and hopes to continue working with the Dumb Friends League in the future.
III. Kids and Court

A. The CLE event Kids Living in Alcohol Addicted Families took place on September 14, 2005.  It was co-sponsored by the Colorado Bar Association’s Kids and Court Committee and Colorado Lawyers Helping Lawyers.  Speakers for the event were: Jerry Moe, the National Director of Children’s Programs for the Betty Ford Center; Eileen Bisgard, the Director of the 17th Judicial District’s Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Initiative; and Professor Eli Wald from the University of Denver Sturm College of Law.  The event was very successful, with over 150 attendees, approximately 60 who are attorneys.  A DVD of the event was recorded, and the Committee decided to advertise it as for sale over the CBA listserves.

B. Kathleen informed the Committee that the Kids and Court Website needs some updating.  Asked if anyone knows of an intern or work study student that could help rectify this matter.

C. Kathleen briefly touched on contacting the upcoming ABA President Karen Mathis.  One of Mathis’ main focal points that she intends to work on during her tenure as ABA President is Youth at Risk Programs (i.e. truancy, the increase of young girls becoming involved in the criminal justice system, etc.).  Kathleen will contact her about her possible involvement in the Kids and Court Programs that are already established at the CBA.
IV. Colorado Network to Prevent Elder Financial Exploitation

A. Kathleen discussed Elder Financial Exploitation by People in Positions of Trust: Tips, Tools, and Techniques to a Better Case!  This multi-disciplinary training will focus on using pro bono civil law lawyers to assist with stopping elder exploitation.  This CLE event will take place at the Adams County District Attorney’s Office in Brighton, on October 7, 2005, starting at 8:30 a.m.
B. Janice Friddle, from ElderWatch, discussed the grant that ElderWatch, in conjunction with Colorado Legal Services, recently applied for from the Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Aging.  It is called the Elder Law Hotline Grant and if granted it will create a senior legal hotline for elders.

C. The Elder Advisory Committee is currently exploring more counties that may be interested in hosting an Elder Exploitation Training.  Some possibilities include: 1st JD, Weld County, Pueblo, Colorado Springs, and Route County.

V. Domestic Violence: Make It Your Business

A. The upcoming Training at Corporate Council Conference is on October 12, 2005 in Denver.

B. Denise Kay, Cindy Kean, and Kathleen Schoen will be working together to initiate new avenues of revenue and advertisement for the program.

VI. Steering Committee Membership

The Committee continues to encourage new members to be a part of the Committee.  Committee members are asked to think of people they may know whom they believe could contribute to the Committee’s cause.

VII. Other Business

A. Robin Runge, the Director of the ABA Commission on Domestic Violence, will be in Colorado on November 16, 2005.  The CBA will be working with others to host a reception in her honor.
B. Michelle Miller, the former CBA Liaison, was recently a victim of Hurricane Katrina’s wrath: she lost everything in Louisiana that she owned.  However, she is now in Chicago and enrolled in Loyola Law School.  She is doing much better, and, thanks to all her friends on her old committees, we have raised over $1,300 to help her get back on her feet. 

VIII. Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Committee will be Wednesday, November 30, 2005.  The Committee will meet at 7:30 a.m. at the CBA offices (1900 Grant Street, Suite 900, Denver, CO 80203).
