Legal Representation for Domestic Violence Survivors Committee Meeting

Wednesday, November 14, 2007
Present: Anna Paschke, Ilene Bloom, Kris Miccio, Amy Miller, Lindsay Bruner, Diane Postell, Kathleen Schoen, Cheryl Law and Kristen Knudson.

Guest Speakers:  Judge Celeste, Criminal Trial Court Judge and Judge Hood, Domestic Relations Court Judge
· Discussed criminal protection orders and civil protection orders

· Do not use victim impact statements enough

· Everyone except for victims’ advocates review judge

· Training for judges:  

· American Judges Association mandated that annual conference include DV.

· State level DV courses not mandated

· Chief Justice or legislature can institute requirements

· 3-strike rule rarely enforced

· “Baby Judge” training does not include statutory framework for DV, cycle of violence, CSI, etc.
· Discussed recent changes in TRO

· Sees more DV in civil PO, not so much in dissolution proceedings

· CSI- does not get report until 4 months into case

· Typically parties are pro se

· Difficult to make determinations on PO

· Coordination between courts on Protection Orders not consistent

· Project Safeguard has Court Watch Program

· Need to determine best practices

Next Steps:

· J. Celeste will speak with Judge Martinez

· J. Hood will speak with Kent Wagner

· National Council and American Judges Association – look at materials already used for education

· Work towards mandated training

· Training for attorneys in late February

Committee decided to continue meeting on the second Wednesday of each month at the Colorado Bar Association, except for December 2007.
Next meeting set for January 9, 2008.

