
January 11, 2011 

Dear Chuck Turner: 

Professor Allison Redlich and I have been awarded a National Institute of Justice grant to do research on 
plea bargaining. The goal is to test a theory about what drives plea bargains. We are giving prosecutors, 
defense attorneys, and judges a hypothetical situation involving a robbery, and allowing them to choose 
which information to access. After they have read what they want to, they are asked about what kind of 
plea they would make, as well as what they would expect at trial and what they think the probability of 
conviction at trial should be. This structure allows us to see in multiple ways what factors drive the 
decision. 

We believe that the survey we have developed is both innovative and easy to use. The survey is entirely 
voluntarily, anonymous, and brief. We are now working on trying to get respondents (we typically send 
out the below recruitment email sending people to the website).  

We are wondering if it is possible to work with your office to either get email lists, or have you forward 
the below recruitment email (if unable to supply us with emails). 

Thanks very much for your attention. I am happy to answer any questions you may have. 

 

Shawn Bushway, Ph.D. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
The top-ranked School of Criminal Justice at the University at Albany recently received a prestigious 
grant from the National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is to survey national 
samples of prosecutors, criminal defense attorneys, and judges. If you are or ever have been one of these 
legal actors, the Principal Investigators, Professors Allison Redlich and Shawn Bushway, invite you to be 
part of this survey.  
  
The goal of the survey is to compare and contrast the legal decision-making of prosecutors, criminal 
defense attorneys, and judges. We are particularly interested in decisions to take or offer a plea, or to 
proceed to trial. As you are aware, almost all convictions are the result of plea bargains. Thus, it is quite 
surprising that there has been very little research done on pleas. We are hoping to fill this gap in 



knowledge by hearing from the people intimately involved in the adjudication process. 
  
The survey is done entirely online, and can be accessed here: WWW.MODILS.ORG The survey takes 
approximately 15 minutes to complete. If you are a Judge, a prosecutor, or a defense attorney, please 
check it out! 
  
The survey is also completely voluntary and anonymous; no identifying information is requested. We 
begin with a few background questions. Next, we ask you to read one brief scenario of a hypothetical 
crime, review case facts of the crime, and then make decisions about possible plea deals you would offer 
or accept. Although we realize that a hypothetical scenario does not fully approximate real life, we ask 
you to please act as close to what you would do if this were an actual case. 
  
You can get more information about the survey by clicking here: WWW.MODILS.ORG  
 
Your experience, knowledge, and perceptions are instrumental to furthering insight into legal decision-
making. We are excited about the potential for our study to increase understanding of criminal justice 
policies and procedures. Please join us in this endeavor by providing us with your anonymous expertise 
and opinions. 
  
If you have questions, feel free to contact Professor Redlich or Professor Bushway at this email: 
modils@uamail.albany.edu. 

Thank you for your attention, 

 

 Allison Redlich, Ph.D.                          Shawn Bushway, Ph.D. 
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