Diversity in the Legal Profession Committee

Minutes – 12/2/08

This meeting was conducted primarily by phone.  Andrea Mueller and Francesca Cheroutes attended in person.   Others attending by phone included:  Kathleen Nalty, Cindy Hyman, Jack Patten, Hannah Wanebo, Meshach Rhoades, Damian Arguello, Jim Pinto, Andres Guevara, Darryl Collins, and Leslie Fields.

Cherry Creek Diversity Conference
Meshach’s Dream Team will be doing the program at the Cherry Creek High School Diversity Conference on January 31.  If  anyone else is interested in helping, please contact Meshach.  Kathleen agreed to get the prior year’s materials to Meshach.

Dean’s Diversity Council
The DDC met in October and discussed leadership in diversity.  Cynthia Coffman from the Attorney General’s office and Karen Duwaldt from Qwest discussed their experiences.  The next DDC meeting will be March 17 at DU.  Dr. Arin Reeves will present a synopsis of the conference scheduled for March 18 and will spend some time discussing leadership in diversity.

CCIE
The new website is up.  DILP will look at enhancing its page on the website.  CCIE is co-sponsoring a CLE with the Association of Corporate Council on February 18 featuring Cornell Boggs.

Judge Arguello reception
DILP voted at the last meeting to contribute $250 to the reception costs.  The reception is Friday at 5:15.  RSVPs are due to Meshach tomorrow.

Gap conference
On November 5, leaders of the specialty bars, the Pledge to Diversity, DILP, DALRA, and CCIE met to discuss how they could work together to advance diversity.  Their focus was on moving the diversity agenda forward.  They will meet again on January 27 at 4:30 at Brownstein.  The new group will probably be called “Diversity Leaders”.  They are planning some networking opportunities to include a cross-section of people from all the diversity organizations.

Francesca Cheroutes is a Denver native who has been practicing in Kansas City for several years.  She recently moved here with her firm, Shugart, Thomson & Kilroy.  Francesca was active in the Kansas City bar helping with diversity initiatives and has many great ideas to institute in Colorado.  We are looking forward to working with her.
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