SOURCES ON WESTERN WATER


Wallace Stegner, Beyond the Hundredth Meridian: John Wesley Powell and the Second Opening of the West (1954) (The classic account of the career of John Wesley Powell, the dominant and creative figure in western water in the 1800s; less a biography of Powell and more a study of his era, the second half of the nineteenth century—the formative years of water policy)


Marc Reisner, Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water (1986) (A bold, penetrating, and often witty study of western water development; named one of the one hundred best American nonfiction books of the twentieth century by Modern Library)


Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr., “Colorado Water Law: An Historical Overview,” 1 University of Denver Water Law Review 1 (1997) (An excellent and spirited summary by the water law expert and Colorado Supreme Court Justice)


Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr., “Priority: The Most Misunderstood Stick in the Bundle,” 32 Environmental Law 37 (2002) (The author argues in favor of the prior appropriation doctrine and its ability to adjust to meet changing needs, including environmental protection)


David H. Getches, Water Law Rights in a Nutshell (4th ed. 2008) (A concise treatment of western water law)


A. Dan Tarlock, James N. Corbridge, Jr., David H. Getches,  and Reed Benson, Water Resource Management: A Casebook in Law and Public Policy (6th ed. 2009) (A law casebook with edited court cases, history, and commentary)

Robert Glennon, Water Follies: Groundwater Pumping and the Fate of America’s Fresh Waters  (2002) (Using national case studies, many in the West, and warning of widespread and severe over-pumping; Glennon, a law professor at the University of Arizona, supports various remedies, including collaborative efforts among stakeholders)


Robert Glennon, Unquenchable: America’s Water Crisis and What To Do About It (2009) (The author documents what he calls a water crisis in the country, especially in the Southwest, caused by over-consumption, and proposes reforms)

Charles Wilkinson, Crossing the Next Meridian: Land, Water, and the Future of the West (1992) (The rise of the nineteenth-century land and water policies that continue to influence us today)

Charles Wilkinson, “Western Water Law in Transition,” 56 Colorado Law Review, 317 (1985) (Discussing reform in western water policy)


Charles Wilkinson, “The First Half Century of Western Water Reform: Have We Kept Faith with the Rivers of the West?” 36 Environmental Law 1115 (2006) (Discussing instream flow law in the West)
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