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I. Overview

Perhaps the most concise overview and stats on the World Justice Project comes from its website at http://www.worldjusticeproject.com/forum/:

The World Justice Forum II took place November 11-14, 2009 in Vienna, Austria. This second worldwide gathering hosted by the World Justice Project was attended by 312 participants from 84 countries and a multitude of disciplines – including architecture, the arts, business, education, environment, government, faith, human rights, international development, labor, media, military, public health, public safety, science. These thought leaders explored WJP’s Rule of Law Index data and findings from testing in 35 countries and provided feedback which will further development of the Index as it expands to 70 countries in 2010. The Forum also afforded space for reporting and discussion on the first round of the Opportunity Fund seed grant program.

The overall purpose of the Forum was to incubate informed and practical action-oriented programs designed and executed by multi-disciplinary groups in their respective communities. Informed by keynote speeches, Index

HYPERLINK "http://www.worldjusticeproject.com/rule-of-law-index/"
 results, and other presentations, participants met in disciplinary and regional breakout sessions to develop such programs. In the upcoming months, the innovative ideas that began in November at the Forum will take form and be implemented in countries around the world. Following the Forum’s pledge, the WJP will launch the second round of the Opportunity Fund to support programs sparked as a result of the Forum breakout sessions and thoughtful discussions. The Forum continued the WJP’s progress in stimulating multidisciplinary collaborations to strengthen the rule of law, building new partnerships, and identifying best practices for dissemination and replication.

II. ABA/SEER Representation at the WJP in Vienna

As in July 2008, the Forum began on Day One with plenary and keynote presentations followed by a series of panel discussions in a variety of substantive areas:  The Environment and the Rule of Law; Multi-Country Projects Supporting the Rule of Law; Engaging Disenfranchised Groups in Rule of Law Issues; Teaching Kids about the Rule of Law—Empowering the Next Generation of Community Leaders.  The panel discussion on the Environment and the Rule of Law, moderated by the chairman of the National Environmental Tribunal of Kenya in Nairobi, Donald Kaniaru.

The panelists were Wang Canfa, Director of the Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims (“CLAPV”) in Beijing China; Emily Hong Yue Guo, Director of the Vermont Peace Academy in Burlington, Vermont; Antonio Oposa, Jr., President of The Law of Nature Foundation in Muntinlupa City, The Philippines (via telephone); Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, Executive Director of the Peruvian Society for Environmental Law in Lima, Peru; and Hemantha Withanage, Founder and Executive Director of the Centre for Environmental Justice in Colombo, Sri Lanka.  Each panelist discussed his or her WJP, followed by a robust Q&A with the audience.  Among the questioners was Shirouk Abayachi, Executive Director of the Iraq Initiative for Water and Environment, asking Professor Wang what could be done to stop China’s financing of planned projects in Turkey to dam the headwaters of the Tigris River.  The response was that Iraq would have to look to its own laws to protect itself.  

The rubber hit the road on Day Two as the Forum attendees dispersed into breakout groups by discipline.  Over twenty people gathered to attend the Environment breakout, representing countries from Russia, Mongolia, China, Madagascar, Sri Lanka, Peru, Indonesia, Iraq, Tanzania, Sweden, Viet Nam, and Dubai, UAE, Kenya, and Argentina.  Water and its scarcity and quality was a big topic.  It was pointed out that 16 countries in the Middle East were considered to be “waterless” and that the average International Standard for annual water use per individual was 1000m3.  The speaker then reported that the average Jordanian resident has access to approximately 160m3.  Shirouk Abayachi added that Iraq was in its third year of unprecedented drought.  The response from the government was to announce a drought “emergency,” but nothing more:  no measures to control use, assist in conservation, train in sustainable farming, nothing.  Prof. Wang noted that water pollution was China’s biggest environmental problem, and requested WJF support for his project to train Chinese mediators.  Of the 100,000 or so environmental disputes that arise every year in China, only 10% are addressed, leaving millions of Chinese without redress for their environmental harm.

The afternoon of Day Two was far less interesting, but productive, as attendees met in regional breakout groups.  SEER’s representatives attended the North American session.
Day Three allowed conferees to finalize our action plans for our substantive and regional breakouts for reporting to the general session in the afternoon.

III. Results:

The ABA became involved as co-sponsors through SEER in the following applications for funding from the WJF.  The descriptions of the two programs are excerpted below:

A. The CLAPV Application

The Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims (CLAPV), established in 1998, comprises law professors from a number of prestigious universities, including the China University of Political Science & Law, Beijing University, and the Law Institute of the Chinese Academy of Social Science.  The Center conducts research in environmental law; organizes domestic and international exchanges, trains environmental law enforcement and court officials, and provides legal assistance to protect the environmental rights and interests of pollution victims.  In the past ten years, the Center achieved significant accomplishments, for example it assisted 135 environmental dispute cases and trained 239 lawyers and 170 judges on environmental law. The Center’s director, Professor Wang Canfa, has lectured widely in the United States and in the world.  He was named by The Chicago Tribune as one of eleven people who can make a global difference in the twenty-first century.  In 2008 Professor Wang was named by Time Magazine as one of its 45 "Environmental Heroes."

As environment conflicts increase in China, the understanding and tools to effectively and efficiently manage and resolve these disputes do not. Unlike the litigation focused culture in the United States, presently Chinese styled mediation is the primary method to address conflict resolution, with a reported seven million ad hoc mediators in the country.  Unfortunately, however, these traditional methods have endured with virtually no conflict resolution training for mediators, and no uniformly accepted Rule of Law practices for ADR professionals to understand and honor.  As a result, most judges and lawyers lack training in basic mediation even though they are often required to mediate disputes in their daily work.  ADR professionals trained in the Rule of Law and conflict resolution have the potential to create a path to greater fairness and increased access to justice for Chinese pollution victims.  The timing for this project is especially critical now because the central government and China’s Supreme Court have called for expanding the role of mediation within the legal system to support President Hu Jintao’s vision of a harmonious society.

This project, bringing together international environmental and mediation experts with Chinese legal and social service professionals, will introduce, within the framework of Chinese culture and tradition:  1) training in uniformly accepted Rule of Law best practices for environmental conflict resolution, and 2) a new institutional structure that will both utilize and train traditional Chinese mediators in modern mediation skills.  This will help create a new and more effective system of conflict resolution that embraces the Rule of Law and facilitates access to justice for victims of environmental pollution.

Personnel expected to be involved in this project are: Prof. Wang Canfa, Director of Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims at China University of Political Science and Law; Dr. Hou Jiaru, faculty of China University of Political Science and Law and Director of Mediation Division of CLAPV; Claudia Rast,  Former Chair of ABA Section of Environment, Energy, and Resource; Howard Kenison,  Former Chairman of the ABA Standing Committee on Environmental Law; Dr. Emily Hong Yue Guo, Former Manager of Champlain College’s China Mediation Project and Executive Director of Vermont Peace Academy; Brian Bronfman, Environmental Dispute Resolution Advocate and CEO of Brian Bronfman Family Foundation; Julian Portilla, Director of Mediation Master’s program at Champlain College and Mediator;  Roger Martella, Former U.S. EPA General Counsel and Founder EPA China Environment Law Project; George (Rock) Pring, Professor of Law, Sturm College of Law, University of Denver; Catherine (Kitty) Pring, Professional Mediator and Alternative Dispute Resolution Specialist.

B. The Iraq Initiative for Sustainability

The “Iraqi Initiative for Water and Environment” is an independent and non-profit- association which consists of independent organizations and unions, in addition to public figures, activists and experts having various specializations.  This diverse association of individuals has a common mission:   to facilitate the development of an institutional structure with the tools and authority to provide all Iraqis with access to clean and sustainable sources of water and an environment where everyday risks to human health are minimized.  The members of the association clearly understand the issues, the responsibilities and the opportunity to make a difference for Iraqi society.  In most instances, members face on a daily basis the critical and combined impacts of both the drought—now in its fourth year—and a degraded environment.  These impacts tear at the already fragile individual and national security concerns of Iraqis.  To succeed, the association must promote public awareness for each citizen’s shared responsibility to achieve a sustainable environment and to urge and support the Iraqi government to undertake the issue of water resources management for all regions of Iraq.

The disciplines involved in this project are many and varied and perhaps best reflected by the Advisory Board members, who are in specialized fields such as water, environment, international law, journalism and human rights.  Below is the full list of Advisory Board members and their titles/specialties:

· Dr. Hassam Janabi, Iraqi Permanent Ambassador to FAO-UN

· Mr. Aun Diab, Director of the National Center for Water Resources- Iraqi Ministry for Water Resources

· Ms. Alia Al Dalli, UN Development Program

· Dr. Thair Karim, Swedish International Development Agency- Middle East Program

· Mr. Dafer Abdulla, Director of Wells and Ground Water-Iraqi Ministry of Water Resources

· Mr. Moyad Alhaidari, Radio Free Iraq, Prague 

· Mr. Kareem Alrubai, Human Rights Activist, Denmark 

· Dr. Katrin Michael, Geologist Engineer, Women’s Rights Coordinator of Global Community Partner, USA

· Dr. Adel Sharif, Professor of Water Purification and Process innovation, Founder of the Center for Osmosis Research and Application at the University of Surrey, UK

C. The Environmental Rule of Law Index

Another project that was discussed during the North American regional breakout was a proposal to develop an environmental rule of law index.  As mentioned above, the general Rule of Law Index covers 35 countries and is expanding to 70 countries this year.  Working with Juan Carlos Botero (Rule of Law Index Director, WJP, Colombia) involves taking on the development of a Rule of Law Index specific to environmental law.  
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