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Regional and State Policies Concerning Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Regional, State and Local Initiatives

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI):  This initiative includes a consortium of eastern states implementing a cap-and-trade program to reduce the CO2 emissions from power plants (it may be extended to cover other emissions sources in the future).
  The first mandatory compliance period, which requires annual emissions reporting, begins in 2009; a full evaluation of power plant performance is to be conducted in 2012.  Compliance with the emissions cap set by the initiative will be enforced by the state environmental agencies.  Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, and Vermont are participants in RGGI.  The District of Columbia, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, the Eastern Canadian Provinces, and New Brunswick are observers in the process. 
Western Climate Initiative (WCI):   Western states and Canadian provinces have jointly undertaken an initiative to secure regional greenhouse gas emissions reductions through a multi-sector market-based program.  The governments’ have agreed to reduce greenhouse gases 15% below 2005 levels by 2020.
  Members of WCI also have adopted or committed to adopt greenhouse gas emission standards for new motor vehicles.  Arizona, California, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, and the Canadian provinces of British Columbia and Manitoba are members of the Initiative.
  Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nevada, and Wyoming are currently participating as observers in the WCI, as well as the Canadian provinces of Ontario, Saskatchewan, and Quebec, and the Mexican state of Sonora.

U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement: An agreement between municipalities to reduce carbon emissions and support energy conservation and efficiency programs.  Over 530 mayors from all 50 states and the District of Columbia, representing more than 66 million people, are participating.

State Global Warming Reduction Requirements and Targets 
AZ: 2000 levels by 2020; 50% below 2000 levels by 2040.

CA: 2000 levels by 2010; 1990 levels by 2020; 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.

CO:  20% below 2005 levels by 2020; 80% below 2005 levels by 2050.

CT: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; long term reduction goal of 75% below 1990 levels.
 

FL: 2000 levels by 2017; 1990 levels by 2025; 80% reduction of 1990 levels by 2050.

HI: 1990 levels by 2020.

IL: 1990 levels by 2020; 60% below 1990 levels by 2050.
 

ME: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; long-term goal of 75-80% below 2003 levels.

MA: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 by 2020; 75-85% below 1990 long-term.
  

MN: 15% below 2005 levels by 2015; 30% below 2005 by 2025; 80% below 2005 by 2050.

NH: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 by 2020; 75-85% below 2001 long-term.

NJ: 1990 levels by 2020; 80% below 2006 levels by 2050.

NM: 2000 levels by 2012; 10% below 2000 by 2020; 75% below 2000 by 2050.

NY: 5% below 1990 by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020.

OR: Stabilize by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020; 75% below 1990 levels by 2050.

RI: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 levels by 2020.

VA:  2000 levels by 2025.

VT: 1990 levels by 2010; 10% below 1990 by 2020; 75-85% below 2001 levels long-term.

WA: 1990 levels by 2020; 25% below 1990 levels by 2035; 50% below 1990 levels by 2050.

State Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards for Motor Vehicles
California adopted AB 1493 (Pavley) in 2002, directing the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to “develop and adopt regulations that achieve the maximum feasible and cost-effective reduction of greenhouse gas emissions from motor vehicles” (Sec. 3).
  CARB promulgated rules pursuant to this directive in 2004 that take effect in model year 2009 and provide for a 30% fleetwide greenhouse gas emission reduction by 2016.  Eighteen states have adopted or are actively considering adoption of California’s greenhouse gas emission standards for motor vehicles, including:  Arizona, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Vermont, and Washington.  Collectively, these states and California account for about one-half of new motor vehicle sales in the U.S.   On December 19, 2007, EPA Administrator Stephen Johnson denied California’s request for a Clean Air Act preemption waiver to carry out its greenhouse gas motor vehicle standards.   Litigation is pending.   



















































































































































� Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), About RGGI, http://www.rggi.org/about.htm.


� Western Climate Initiative, Statement of Regional Goal (Aug. 22, 2007), available at http://www.westernclimateinitiative.org/WCI_Documents.cfm.


� Western Climate Initiative, http://www.westernclimateinitiative.org/.


� Press Release, Western Climate Initiative, Western Climate Initiative Members Set Regional Target to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions (Aug. 22, 2007).


� Seattle Mayor Nickels, U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement, http://www.seattle.gov/mayor/climate/.


� Exec. Order No. 2006-13.


� Exec. Order No. S-03-05.


� Colorado Climate Action Plan, Nov. 5, 2007.  


� Governor’s Steering Comm. on Climate Change, Executive Summary, in Conn. Climate Action Plan 2005, available at http://www.ctclimatechange.com/StateActionPlan.html.


� Exec. Order No. 07-127.


� H.B. 226, 24th Leg. (Haw. 2007) (signed by Gov. Lingle June 30, 2007), available at http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2007/bills/HB226_CD1_.htm.


� Press Release, Governor Rod R. Blagojevich, Gov. Blagojevich Sets Goal to Dramatically Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Illinois, Feb. 13, 2007, available at http://illinois.gov/PressReleases/ShowPressRelease.cfm?SubjectID=2&RecNum=5715.


� Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit. 38, § 574 et. seq. (2006).


� Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Massachusetts Climate Action Plan (2004), available at http://www.massclimateaction.org/pdf/MAClimateProtPlan0504.pdf.


� S.F. No. 145, 2d Engrossment, 85th Legis. Sess. (Minn. 2007).


� N.H. Dep’t of Envtl. Servs., The Climate Change Challenge (2001), available at http://www.des.state.nh.us/ard/climatechange/challenge.pdf.


� Exec. Order No. 54 (2007).


� Exec. Order No. 05-033.


� N.Y. State Energy Planning Bd., State Energy Plan and Final Environmental Impact Statement (Energy Plan) (2002), available at http://text.nyserda.org/Energy_Information/energy_state_plan.asp.


� Governor’s Advisory Group on Global Warming, Oregon Strategy for Greenhouse Gas Reductions (2004), available at http://sustainableoregon.org/documents/climate/Oregon_Strategy_Final_Report.pdf; H.B. 3543, 74th Legis. Assem., Reg. Sess. (Or. 2007).


� R.I. Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process, Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Action Plan (2002), available at http://righg.raabassociates.org/.


� Exec. Order No. 59 (Dec. 21, 2007).  


� Climate Neutral Working Group, First Biennial Report to Gov. James H. Douglas (2005), available at http://www.anr.state.vt.us/air/Planning/docs/CNWG_1st_Biennial_Report.pdf.


� Exec. Order No. 07-02.


� The text of the bill is available from the California Air Resources Board, http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/ab1493.pdf.
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