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Chris Neumann is the Chair of Greenberg Traurig’s Denver Environmental and Natural Resources Practice Group where he counsels clients in the retail, petroleum, natural gas, home building and mining industries on environmental and natural resources litigation matters.  Chris has frequently litigated and advised clients on preemption matters under the Natural Gas Act, Pipeline Safety Act, Hazardous Materials Transportation Act, CERCLA, RCRA and the Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Act.  Recently, Chris represented the Colorado Association of Commerce and Industry as amicus curiae in CMA v. Board of County Commissioners of Summit County, 199 P.3d 718 (Colo. 2009), and continues to represent Colorado Interstate Gas Co. on Natural Gas Act and Pipeline Safety Act preemption matters in connection with the ongoing revisions by the COGCC to the Colorado Oil and Gas Rules.  

Chris has served as an appointee of Governor Bill Owens and Governor Bill Ritter to the Colorado Solid and Hazardous Waste Commission since September 2005, and served on the Colorado Air Quality Control Commission from 2004 to 2007.  Since 2005, Chris has served as an Adjunct Professor in the Environmental and Natural Resources Program at the University of Colorado School of Law, where he teaches courses in Hazardous Waste Law and Environmental Enforcement.  Chris is a 2007 recipient of the American Marshall Memorial Fellowship awarded by the German Marshall Fund of the United States, has been listed in the 2007 and 2008 editions of the Chambers & Partners USA Guide, and was selected by Colorado Super Lawyers magazine as a Rising Star in 2009.  

Chris received a J.D. and Certificate in Environmental and Natural Resources Law from the Northwestern School of Law of Lewis & Clark College, and a B.S. in Engineering and Environmental Science (Civil Engineering) from the University of Notre Dame.  Prior to joining the firm, Chris served as a law clerk for the Environmental Enforcement Section of the U.S. Department of Justice and for Waste Management, Inc.

