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“Contemporary International Law:

 

 An Empire of Law or the Law of Empire?”

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Alvarez is the i

mmediate past president of the American 

 

Society of International Law and a member of the Council on 

 

Foreign Relations and the American Law Institute.

 

 His 

 

scholarship focuses on public international law, international 

 

organizations, and foreign investm

ent.

 

 His most recent book, 

 

published by Oxford University Press, is 

International 

 

Organizations as Law

-

Makers

.

  Professor Alvarez graduated 

 

Summa Cum Laude 

from Harvard College and earned top 

 

honors in Jurisprudence at Magdalen College, Cambridge, 

 

 

 

before completing his law degree cum laude at Harvard 

 

University.
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DJILP Alumni Excellence Award will be presented to Ian B. Bird

, JD ’76, Managing Editor 

‘75

-

76, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, WGH Global Corp., Golden, Colorado

 

 

 

Thu

rsday, February 12, 2009

 

Reception    

5:30

 

Dinner     6:15
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$10 for Students, $20 for Alumni & Practitioners (CLE credit pending)

 

Register for CLE 

–

 

McDougalCLE09@gmail.com

 

 

Register for Alumni 

 

–

McDougalStAlum09@gmail.com

 

 

Payment accepted 

at event 

–

 cash or check

 

For more information call Keri Grundstein, 

Administrator

, 

ILSP   

303 871 6276
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In this lecture, Professor Alvarez will compare two examples of

 

contemporary i

nternational regimes, the first promoting global counter

 

terrorism sanctions and the second governing the entry or treatment of

 

foreign investment.  These regimes address radically different subjects 

--

 

international economic law and a subject at the heart

 of classic public

 

international law and national security.  They also use very different

 

legal instruments to promulgate global legal rules: namely bilateral

 

investment treaties in one case and the UN Security Council's Chapter 

VII

 

powers in the other cas

e.   Alvarez will suggest how these legal 

regimes

 

are representative of enforcible contemporary international law.  He 

will

 

address the extent to which both regimes are dominated by the United 

States

 

or evince other aspects of "imperial" control and are th

erefore 

examples of

 

"law of empire."  Alvarez will explore whether these legal regimes 

resemble

 

aspects of ancient empire, especially that of Athens under the Delian

 

League, or whether on the contrary they represent aspects of a truly

 

universal 

--

 and universalizing 

--

 rule of law.  By way of background 

those

 

attending the lecture might like to examine the author's previously

 

published article on "Hegemonic International Law Revisited" (97 AJIL 

873

 

(2003)(containing a description of the

 Security Council's 

counterterrorism

 

regime) as well as the pdf below (comparing the language of some 

provisions

 

of the United States 1984 model bilateral investment treaty with a more

 

recent U.S. investment treaty).

 


