CBA TAX SECTION U. S. TAX COURT PRO SE PROGRAM

In furtherance of Section 2 of Article I of the Bylaws of the Section of Taxation, which states that one of the purposes of the Section of Taxation is to serve the public good, Members of the Section of Taxation are encouraged to participate in the CBA Tax Section U.S. Tax Court Pro Se Program (the “Program”).  The Executive Council of the Section of Taxation has adopted the following as the Guidelines of the Program:

Guidelines of the Program

1. Each practitioner participating in the Program shall be a member in good standing with the Colorado Supreme Court and shall be admitted to practice before the United States Tax Court.   
2. Each practitioner participating in the Program shall arrive at the U.S. Tax Court at least one-half hour before the beginning of a calendar call and inform the trial clerk of his or her availability to assist unrepresented petitioners. 

3. A practitioner participating in the Program shall not directly or indirectly suggest that a petitioner may retain the practitioner’s services for a fee, nor may the practitioner receive a fee from the petitioner. 

4. Practitioners participating in the Program may engage in any activity necessary and appropriate to assist petitioners, consistent with all applicable codes of professional conduct, including, but not limited to: (1) providing procedural advice to petitioners who decide to proceed to trial, (2) consulting with petitioners regarding the merits of their cases and evaluating any settlement proposals from the Internal Revenue Service, and (3) acting as a communicator or mediator between the parties in an effort to assist in resolving the case. 
5. Practitioners participating in the Program shall not enter an appearance with the Court on a petitioner’s behalf. 

6. Any practitioner participating in the Program who has not (1) entered an appearance with the Court on a petitioner’s behalf, or (2) received a power of attorney from a petitioner authorizing the practitioner to represent the petitioner, shall conduct all case-related discussions with Internal Revenue Service attorneys in the presence of the petitioner and with the petitioner’s permission in order to alleviate any concerns regarding disclosure of petitioner information. 

7. Practitioners participating in the Program shall report to the Executive Council (through any of its Program coordinators) the number of Pro Se petitioners that such practitioner assisted at any calendar call. 
