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Amend C.R.S. §15-11-803(7).  Felonious killing; how determined; time limitations on civil proceedings.  (a) Criminal proceedings.  After all right to appeal has been waived or exhausted following the entry of a judgment of conviction, such judgment a plea of guilty, or a plea of nolo contendere establishing the criminal accountability for the felonious killing of the decedent conclusively establishes the convicted individual as the decedent's killer for purposes of this section.  

(b) Civil proceedings.  Notwithstanding the status or disposition of a criminal proceeding, a court of competent jurisdiction, at any time, upon the petition of an interested person, shall determine whether, by a preponderance of the evidence standard, each of the elements of felonious killing of the decedent has been established.  If such elements have been so established, such determination conclusively establishes the individual as the decedent's killer for purposes of this section.

(c) Time limitations on civil proceedings.  (i) A petition brought under subparagraph (b) of this subsection (7) may not be filed after three years from the date the Decedent's death; (ii) however, as an exception to the limitation set forth in the preceding subparagraph (i), if a criminal proceeding is commenced in a court of this state or in another jurisdiction against an individual for the felonious killing of the decedent before or after three years from the date the Decedent's death, a petition brought under subparagraph (b) of this subsection (7) may still be filed so long as the petition is filed no later than one year after all right to appeal has been waived or exhausted following the entry of a judgment of conviction, or a dismissal, or an acquittal has occurred in the criminal proceeding.  However, if the death and the possible culpability of the slayer for the felonious slaying of the decedent is not known to the Petitioner within the three-year period of limitations established under this paragraph (c), the accrual of the action under paragraph (b) of this subsection (7) and the possibility of the tolling of the running of the three-year period of limitation under this paragraph (c) shall be determined under the principles of accrual and tolling established by case law with respect to similar limitations established under §13-80-108, C.R.S. 

(d) Definition: judgment of conviction.  For the purpose of this subsection (7), a "judgment of conviction" includes a judgment of conviction on a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, or a judgment of conviction on a verdict of guilty by the court or by a jury.

