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Executive Council Meeting
Family Law Section 

Present: Robin Beattie, Laura Ammarell, Bonnie Shriner, Beth Hensen, Rebecca Alexander, Terri Harrington, Kristi Wells, Martin Brown, Diana Powell, Bill King, Brian Popp, Ann Gushurst, Kevin Sidel, Anne Gill, Joan McWilliams, Marie Moses, Steve Epstein, Todd Stahly, Jeremy Ramp

On phone:  Meredith Cord, Jennifer Rice, Cyndi Cianco, Jamie Cage, John Haas

Excused: Laura Page, Jennifer Feingold, Peggy Walker, David Littman, Deborah Anderson.

Unexcused:  None

Minutes from February 17, 2017 Executive Council Meeting were provided.  Changes made to attendance record and reference to the Council’s support of a child support registry vs. launching same.  Beth Hensen moves to approve minutes with changes; Brian Popp seconded it; all approved, no opposition.

Officer Reports:

Laura Page (Chair):   No report.

Robin Beattie stepped in for Laura Page to run today’s meeting.  Per the Agenda, the meeting with Cherry Creek School District topic will be tabled and addressed at the April 2017 Council meeting.

Discussion:  Immigration Section request for CLE with our section.  Rebecca Alexander suggested reaching out to Jim Delman or Jay Muhaisen (immigration lawyers) to discuss the specific issues to address regarding the intersection of immigration law and family law and how we can help as a section.  The need is there.   Keep this topic on the agenda for the April 2017 meeting for further discussion.

Discusssion:  Request from child support services coordinator with SCAO (see email) to put on a CLE.  Pass this request on to the Education Committee.

Jennifer Feingold (Chair-Elect):  No report.

FLI 2017 update:  Jeremy Ramp provided an update for Jennifer Feingold.  98% done with the Agenda; CJI approved 30 scholarships; CLE and Budget Committee for additional scholarships;  brochures should be out in a month or so, along with expected costs for the entire event.

Robin Beattie (Secretary):  Gave a report on the lunch with Arapahoe’s domestic bench.

Laura Ammarell (Treasurer):  Budget is on pages 9-10, unless anyone has any questions the report speaks for itself.  Some discussion was had, and Todd Stahly moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Robin Beattie seconds.  All in favor, no objections.

Todd Stahly (Immediate Past-Chair):   Reports Brenda Storey is not going to handle monthly luncheons or Basic Skills moving forward; working with Jenn on lunches, but do not know yet how it will be handled and hopefully by next month will have the answer to that.

Discussion:  _________________________________________________________________________________
  
Joan McWilliams’ request for funds to print flyer:

Joan reports what she’s done since last meeting is collected data on the number of cases filed in 2016 by people with children:  approximately 17,000.  She wants to get firmer numbers, but wants to distribute flyers at FLI, best practices meetings and CLEs, mental health professionals; distribution with CBA for the bench; Joan met with Judge McLean who said she wanted to hand them out in her courtroom but did not know whether others would; Joan also addressed the copyright issue raised last meeting and Melissa suggested to do “reprinted with permission” and Joan is fine with that.  Some discussion was had about copyright, printing.  Martin Brown asked why any objection to the Section paying for this.

Robin summarized concerns:  1) who pays for this; 2) copyright issues; 3) how many do we print; 4) will it really get to parents.

Budget Committee reports the committee agrees with printing them, but concerns in the areas identified by Robin that need to be discussed by the EC as a whole.

Kevin Sidel raised another issue.  If the Section is talking about printing any flyers with one person’s name on it, it creates the appearance of one person’s name associated with the Section, State Judicial, etc., and not sure a good idea and a slipperly slope is created for the next person that wants their name on a flyer.  If the Section prints the flyer, it should say it is printed by the Family Law Section with no person’s name on it.

Bill King raised the issue of lists of suggested mediators, etc. if we have someone in the court system hand things out with someone’s name on it, there could be problems.

Rebecca Alexander suggested that Joan find out what risk she has if the flyer is printed without recognizing her copyright—and she will help Joan figure that out.  Joan agreed and also said she would bring numbers with her to the April 2017 meeting and be prepared to answer questions about the copyright.

Robin Beattie moved to table this discussion for next meeting; all in favor no objections.

Follow up discussion on changes to child support statute and changes to C.R.C.P. 17(c).

Passed to the April 2017 meeting.


Committee Reports:________________________________________________________________________

1. Amicus.  No report.

2. Bench Book.  A good amount of money was deposited from sales in January, we are out of copies and waiting for a new batch;  Cyndi to drop off more copies at CBA offices.

Rebecca Alexander raised the issue of whether authors of the Bench Bar Book can put links on their websites for chapters they’ve written.  Kevin Sidel commented that the Section puts the book together to raise money to pay for programs we support, but if we allow links for the authors to use at their discretion, people will be receiving that publication for free, thus defeating purpose of putting the book together. Cyndi raised issue that the chapters are not always written by just one person, given generations of chapters, etc.  Rebecca said it would benefit the section to make certain chapters available to purchase rather than just the entire book.  It would make the materials accessible to a wider audience, and those interested in a particular topic instead of the entire book.  Everyone liked that idea.  Put this on agenda for April 2017 EC Meeting?  We need to have some standards/parameters of redistribution.  Todd will work on those, with help from Kevin.

Amy to find out about the republishing idea of individual chapters.  Amy send guidelines other Sections use to Todd.  Cyndi does not think the Bench Book is copyrighted.  Kevin Sidel: we need a policy moving forward if you are going to contribute you cannot also benefit/profit from it by using it to promote yourself.   We should have a moratorium on using it until we discuss it at the next meeting.   Kristi Wells: you can look at whether someone would have to pay for permission to redistribute/link or not.  It would be nice to know if you have that opportunity, like you do with the Colorado Lawyer.

Trish Cooper: I think the individual section, depending on who did it, they would have the individual copyright for their chapter and the Section may have that for the book as a whole, and those could be in conflict.  So, it is something to throw in there so we need to know what the various levels of rights are.  We are not in a position to tell individual authors what they can and cannot do.  The rights exist in law as of the day of creation.

3. Budget.  Meredith Cord gave a report -  biggest discussion of committee was about the printing of Joan’s flyer; other than that, nothing to report.

4. By-Laws.  No report.

5. Education Committee.  Brown Bags (Trish Cooper reports for education committee):  April 18th is first one.

6. Expert Directory.  No report.

7. FLI 2017.  Report given by Jeremy Ramp.

8. Grants.  No report.

9. Judicial Liaison.  Rebecca Alexander reports if you haven’t confirmed with me that you’ve contacted your division, please let me know ASAP.  I will follow up at next meeting.

10. Legislative.   Marie Moses reports. HB 1111 and 1110 we supported, HB 1111 is the one re: PPO allowing to be entered and is looking good.  HB 1110 is regarding APR orders and is struggling because it is poorly drafted,  and conflicts with the UCCJEA. It’s being amended and looking good.  Ugly statute, but expect it to pass.  Anything of SB 191:  the interest rates. The LPC agreed to take a position in opposition to it.  It seems as presently drafted only relate to judgement interest on appeal, doesn’t really impact CS or Maintenance; very broad; LPC: “why are we encouraging people to file appeals?”; so we are trying to oppose that; a partisan bill that will die because we have split houses.

11. Membership.  

· Family Law Listserve. Bonnie Shriner reports.  Glitch with timing of launch and would welcome the help from anyone who has about 3 hours to help.

12. Newsletter and Website:  Meet the new magistrate by Kristi Wells.  Ann Gushurst reports next issue ready to go out.  If anyone has anything to contribute, please send it to her.

13. Nominating.  No report.

14. Scholarships.  No report.

15. Judicial Nomination Committee.  

16. Board of Governors Liaison.  Bonnie:  May 5th CBA/Warwick Hotel; Peggy Hoffman; microvolunteering 101; CBA would like bar leadership to come to that, so please come.

17. Colorado Lawyer.  Trish Cooper reports.  Working on one article now.

18. AAML.  Marie Moses reports.  Advanced FLI on December 1, 2017, mark your calendars.    

19. ICON.  Committee to meet next week.

20. Alternative Solutions:

	CJI Mediator Standards Committee:   Bill King reports update on proposed CJD on non-lawyer mediators; 1/16/17 Justice Rice said no to credentialing mediators; task of CJI – mediation bench/bar book to send out this year (?); discussion about different types of mediation; Michigan Model.

		Simplified Family Court Committee.   No report.

		PALS:  No report.

		Unbundled Services/Modest Means:  No report.

Old Business:________________________________________________________________________________

None.

New Business:_______________________________________________________________________________

Tom Toxby is back in business after the letter about whether he can continue to draft QDROs for pro se parties, etc.



Meeting adjourned by Robin Beattie.


Minutes taken by Laura Ammarell.
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