


































































































































































































































































































































































Addendum to the Report of the UFC Services Subcommittee

RE: The Web Site

One of the recommendations of our subcommittee is the establishment of a web site to be
used for a variety of purposes and to be made available to a number of audiences.
Recognizing that others with greater power and authority than we have will need to
consider the usefulness of such a project given the fact that it will require time and effort,
and cost money, we thought it appropriate to describe our vision of the site and its
potential in case the UFC Committee as a whole decides to move our recommendation
forward.

One of our goals as members of the UFC Services Subcommittee has been to identify the
needs of all people using and/or involved in the court system.  We have concluded that
the following needs exist: 1) the need to educate the public about the legal process
including the court system, the roles that various professionals play, the expectations
imposed upon the litigants, and special areas of interest such as parenting, child abuse,
substance abuse, and the psychological impact of trauma and divorce on families, 2) the
need to educate legal professionals regarding the psychological aspects of the system
within which they are working (divorce, dependency and neglect, probate, criminal), 3)
the need to educate non-attorneys regarding the legal aspects of divorce, 4) the need for
divorcing parties to have access to forms used in each district, 5) the need for a list of
divorce-related resources that exist within the system and in the community, and 6) the
need for various districts to compare routine and special programs that exist in each
district and other information that would promote growth and development within each
district.

We believe that the establishment of a web site for legal professionals and the public at
large would help meet these needs.  We envision access by means of home computers,
kiosks located in courthouses, and computers in libraries and other public places.

The establishment of such a web site would require the employment of a webmaster on at
least a part-time basis to build and design the site after gathering input from appropriate
sources, and to then monitor it every so often to ensure that it is up-to-date and
functioning optimally.

As the web site becomes more sophisticated, the manner in which information is
provided could expand, such as by including videos made by 1) the Chief Judge in each
district to educate the public regarding the judicial process and what is expected of
litigants, 2) the President of the Colorado Bar Association and/or other legal dignitaries
who could address issues such as the role of the attorney, the role of the client, the
attorney-client relationship, and legal ethics, 3) mediators regarding alternative dispute
resolution, and 4) mental health professionals regarding psychological issues pertaining
to divorce and the roles that mental health professionals play in the divorce process.
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The web site could also be used as a vehicle for communication.  Parties involved with
the court process could use the site to provide information to legal professionals by
downloading, completing, and forwarding forms and questionnaires to the appropriate
people.

For example, family members could download forms that they would complete and
forward to their attorneys, child support enforcement, probation officers, state-funded
mediators, and state judicial.  They could also complete questionnaires to be used when
1) providing financial information, 2) resolving disputes regarding parenting time and
parental responsibility, 3) evaluating the legal process, 4) stating more clearly what they
need from the legal system and other sources, and 5) providing information for research
projects conducted by local universities.

The web site could also provide education regarding a variety of legal and mental health
issues.  Professionals in these areas could be called upon to write articles at a level that
family members could understand and find useful.  Lists of community resources could
be provided regarding parenting classes, childcare, AA meetings, support groups, mental
health services, pro se clinics, public assistance, and consumer credit.

The establishment of a web site of this sort will not take care of all of the ills from which
people and the system suffer, but we believe that it would be likely to make the legal
process more understandable and the journey through it less traumatic and confusing.

The development of such a web site is, in our opinion, the biggest bang for the buck.

We welcome your thoughts.


