




 
ETHICAL RULE 1.16A 

 
 (c)  At any time following the expiration of a period of ten years from the client’s 
execution of original estate planning documents, a lawyer (including Inventory Counsel)* may 
destroy a client’s abandoned original estate planning documents after preserving those records in 
a digital format, consistent with the procedures set forth in (  insert Statute  ), provided there are 
no pending or threatened legal proceedings known to the lawyer and the lawyer has not agreed to 
the contrary.   
 

Comment [6] 
 
 [6]  Assuming the lawyer (including Inventory Counsel)* preserves a client’s abandoned 
original estate planning documents in a digital format consistent with (  insert Statute  ), the 
lawyer’s continuing obligation to maintain confidentiality of information related to 
representation under Rules 1.6 and 1.9 is deemed satisfied.   
 
 
 
 

*INVENTORY COUNSEL TRAINING MANUAL 
 
 8. However, if the client file contains original documentation (i.e. original signed documents such as 
wills, promissory notes, powers of attorney, deeds, checks, or any digital information including CDs, tapes, or video 
cassettes), these should be returned to clients even if created more than three years prior to the date of the event that 
triggered appointment of Inventory Counsel.   
 
 26. Original Wills: Inventory Counsel should deposit original wills with the Probate Court in the 
county in which the decedent resided or was domiciled at death for lodging in the records of that court.  C.R.S. § 
15-11-516.  
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